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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
It has been a busy last couple of weeks at Coot‐
amundra High. On Monday the 11th we had a highly 
successful PresentaƟon Night where we celebrated 
the many and varied achievements of our students 
in 2017.  Thanks must go to our parents and com‐
munity members for their conƟnued support to our 
school. A special thanks to the many sponsors and 
donors who conƟnually support our students. The P 
and C again provided the school with a large dona‐
Ɵon towards prizes and of course our supper at the 
end of the evening.  
On Tuesday we had our end of year PBL assembly 
where we celebrated and acknowledged the 
achievements of our students in regard to the 
schools core values of Respect, Responsibility and 
Excellence. Some 78 students this year achieved the 
pinnacle of our PBL system – the Cootamundra 
Community Award. This was a school record and the 
students who achieved this award, with their par‐
ents celebrated aŌer the assembly with a luncheon 
in the Library. 
Wednesday saw two busloads of our 7,8, and 9 stu‐
dents head off on their PBL awards excursion to AlƟ‐
na Wildlife Park in Darlington Point. A stop at Nar‐
randera pool made for an enjoyable day for all. Simi‐
larly year 10 and 11 ventured to Canberra on Thurs‐
day for their PBL awards excursion. 
Thursday saw our 2017 HSC student receive their 
results. There were some great results with many 
students achieving their personal best. We wish 
them the best with their ATARs and future endeav‐
ours.  
I would also like to menƟon the reƟrement of two 
long term and highly skilled teachers form the staff 
at Cootamundra High school. Mr MarƟn McCarthy 

and Mrs ChrisƟne Goodwin will reƟre at the end of 
the year aŌer many years of dedicated service to 
the students and community of Cootamundra High. 
We wish them all the best in their reƟrement. 
To our students, staff and school community, have a 
safe and enjoyable Christmas holiday. Staff will re‐
turn to a school development day on Monday Janu‐
ary 29th 2018, with year 7, 11 and 12 returning on 
Tuesday 30th and all students aƩending on Wednes‐
day the 31st. 

 
YEAR 7, 8 & 9 END OF YEAR EXCURSION 

 
Years 7, 8 & 9 had the opportunity to go on an Afri‐
can Safari as their PBL reward  for this year. They 

CALENDAR 

Week 1, Term 1 2018 

 
Mon, 29 January 
Tues, 30 January 
Wed, 31 January 
Fri, 2 February 
 
 

Staff Return 
Year 7, 11 & 12 Return 
ALL Students Return 
Elevate Study Day—Years 11 & 
12 

Week 2, Term 1 

 
Thurs, 8 February 
Thurs, 8—9 February 
 

Mon, 12 February 
Thurs, 15 February 

Chemistry Study Day  
Be Brave and Shave 

Week 3, Term 1  

 
Swimming Carnival 
UOW Discovery Day—Year 12 
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started the day by leaving at 7.30am to go to AlƟna 
Wildlife Park at Darlington Point.  AlƟna Wildlife 
Park offered us a guided tour of their amazing zoo. 
We had the opportunity to see almost every animal 
up close and personal while they fed them and en‐
Ɵced them to the edges of the enclosures. Thanks 
goodness the tour was on a horse drawn cart as it 
was 40 degrees. It was amazing and well worth the 
early start. 

AŌer a quick lunch we then headed to Lake Talbot 
AquaƟc Park for 2 hours of swimming, slides and 
Rampage (that's the name of one of the slides). The 
two slides were definitely an aƩracƟon to all but the 
opportunity to cool down was just what we needed. 
We then made the long trip home, guided expertly 
by Wilkinson's, returning at 6.15pm. A few Ɵred stu‐
dents (and staff) later, a great day was had by all. 
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Photos curtesy of Miss Willoughby 

 

 

FROM THE CAREERS DESK 
 
POSITION VACANT 
Expressions of Interest are invited for an apprenƟce 
baker commencing at Woolworths Cootamundra. 
Interested applicants should contact Chris MarƟnuz‐
zo or Lisa McGaun on 69425000 for further infor‐
maƟon and details on how to apply. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is a reminder regarding students who need to 

re‐apply for School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) 

travel in 2018 

Students who hold an School Student Transport 

Scheme enƟtlement and are changing grade bands 

i.e. going from year 2 to 3 or year 6 to 7 and chang‐

ing school, and students whose enƟtlement was ap‐

proved under a medical condiƟon, should have re‐

ceived noƟficaƟon by email or post informing them 

of the pending expiry of their enƟtlement. Term 

Buss Pass holders will have also received noƟfica‐

Ɵon.  

Students enquiring about a pending cancellaƟon are 

advised to go online to hƩps://

apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/updateDetails to 

update their details or apply for next year’s enƟtle‐

ment. Students changing residenƟal address will 

also need to go online to update their informaƟon. 
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ApplicaƟons need to be submiƩed before 31 De‐

cember 2017 to ensure students’ enƟtlements are 

updated and their current card is not cancelled. If 

their applicaƟon is submiƩed aŌer 31 December 

2017, the system will automaƟcally cancel their card 

and a new one will need to be issued. 

Students who do not need to re‐apply: 

Students who are changing grade band and are re‐

maining at the same school and same residenƟal 

address will not receive noƟficaƟon and do not need 

to reapply. The system now automaƟcally validates 

a student’s on‐going eligibility if they’re at the same 

school and going from infants to primary or primary 

to secondary. Where a student meets the new eligi‐

bility the system will automaƟcally update their enƟ‐

tlement and card. 

Students in the Opal network applying for an SSTS or 

Term Bus Pass enƟtlement for the first Ɵme will re‐

ceive their card at their nominated postal address.  

Cards will be mailed out during the 3rd week of Jan‐

uary 2018. 

Students residing in Rural and Regional (R&R) areas 

should receive their new travel pass at the com‐

mencement of the new school year in 2018. Note: 

some R&R operators do not issue travel passes. Stu‐

dents should check with their operator for more in‐

formaƟon. 

Regards 

Concessions 

 

TOWN LIBRARY HAPPENINGS 
 
PERCUSSION & DRUMMING WORKSHOP 

TINKERCARD WORKSHOPS 

WHAT’S ON AT THE ARTS CENTRE   
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REFERRAL OPTIONS FOR SUPPORTING YOUNG 
PEOPLE 
 
 headspace centres across Australia provide face‐

to‐face informaƟon, support and services to 
young people, aged 12 to 25 years, and their 
families and friends. headspace can help you 
with: 

 Mental health and wellbeing ‐ headspace can 
help if you’re experiencing significant changes 
in thoughts, feelings and/or behaviour, if 
you’re being bullied, hurt or harassed or just 
not feeling yourself. 

 General health ‐ headspace has youth friend‐
ly general pracƟƟoners (GPs) and health nurs‐
es who can help with any physical health is‐
sues. A GP can also help you with issues relat‐
ed to contracepƟon, sexual health, drug or 
alcohol use, relaƟonship problems or feeling 
down or upset. 

 Alcohol and other drug services ‐ If drugs and 
alcohol are starƟng to affect things that 
maƩer to you, like your mental health, well 
being or friendships, headspace can help.  

 Work, school and study ‐ headspace work 
and study specialists can help you if you’re 
struggling at school, unsure what course you 
want to do, need a hand wriƟng a resume, or 
if you are searching for a job. 

 Local headspace Centre – Wagga Wagga 
           2/185 Morgan Street, Wagga Wagga, NSW 
           P: 6923 3170 
           E: myheadspace@headspacewagga.org.au 
           Facebook.com/headspacewaggawagga 
 Headspace Wagga service Cootamundra on 

Thursday’s by appointment. Appointments 
can be made through Wagga headspace 

 Online and telephone support is also available 
through eheadspace – 1800 650 890. ehead‐
space is a confidenƟal, free and secure space 
where young people 12 ‐ 25 or their family can 
chat, email or speak on the phone with a quali‐
fied youth mental health professional. Young 
people may contact us if they need advice, are 
worried about their mental health or are feeling 
isolated or alone. eheadspace can help with a 
broad range of issues like bullying, drug and alco‐
hol issues, depression and anxiety, relaƟonships, 
concerns about friends, fiƫng in and isolaƟon.  

 Reach Out and Relax (ROAR) supports you and 
your family if you are showing early signs of, or 
are at risk of developing a mental health issue. It 
is free and confidenƟal. We work with children 

and young people aged up to 18 years in Mur‐
rumbidgee, Narrandera, Wagga Wagga, Temora, 
Cootamundra‐Gundagai and Junee.  

     Phone: 1300 488 226  
     Email: roar@intereach.com.au 
     www.intereach.com.au 
 Strong Minds aims to provide access to free, 

effecƟve treatment for people with a mental ill‐
ness living in the Murrumbidgee region. Strong 
Minds enables paƟents to access short‐term psy‐
chological intervenƟons within a primary care 
seƫng. To access Strong Minds, individuals will 
need to see their GP for a referral and to have a 
Mental Health Treatment Plan (MHTP) complet‐
ed; GPs will then forward the referral and MHTP 
to the Murrumbidgee PHN Central Intake Service. 

     Referral Phone Line: (02) 6923 3195 
     Referral Email: centralintake@mphn.org.au 
 Mission Australia Cootamundra provides free 

support for youth in crisis, families at risk of 
breakdown and parents expecƟng their first child 
or those with young children. We assist people in 
Cootamundra, Temora and surrounding areas to 
overcome hardship, walking alongside them unƟl 
they achieve independence. 

     Phone: 02 6942 8001 
      Email:  www.missionaustralia.com.au 
 Accessline NSW – 1800 800 944. The Mental 

Health Line is a 24‐hour telephone service oper‐
aƟng seven days a week across NSW. This num‐
ber can be called by Young People and their fami‐
lies who are in crisis. Accessline will create a re‐
ferral to The Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Team based at Young.  

 Lifeline – 13 11 14. Lifeline is a naƟonal charity 
providing all Australians experiencing a personal 
crisis with access to 24 hour crisis support and 
suicide prevenƟon services. Offers online chat 
support. 

 Kids Helpline – 1800 55 1800. Kids Helpline is a 
free, 24/7 phone and online counselling service 
for young people aged 5 to 25. Offers online chat 
support. 

 Beyond Blue – 1300 22 4636. Beyond 
blue provides informaƟon and support to help 
everyone in Australia achieve their best possible 
mental health, whatever their age and wherever 
they live. Offers online chat and email support. 

                           


